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originality of conception, promptness of action,
resoluteness of purpose; its vices were
inanition which passed for caution, vascillation
which passed for deliberation, lethargy which
passed for steadiness. It was bankrupt in
idea, in policy, in programme, in methods of
speedy and effective execution. Fine phrases
and flowery catch-words, the products of
Oxford and Cambridge, had, however, had their
days and had to yield place to rough and ready
action, action which had even to refuse to
count its cost. Asquith was DO doubt a
loveable peace Premier; and his fall was
felt by many to be a tragic event. But,
as it was inevitable, Mr. Lloyd George's as-
cendency was received with acclamation
and relief; for, people felt that a no an of
action with the necessary dash and driving
power was what was required and not a
scholarly, dignified, " gentleman 5J Premier
who, if he gained respect, lacked the reputation
for necessary resoluteness of purpose and for
energetic action. Hence Mr. George's success.
ii
The " defection " of Mr. George from the
Asquithian   leadership   was followed by  the